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Western India, Solanki temples of Gujarat and Kathiawar, and
sometimes also as the Chalukyan architecture of Gujarat. The
famous Jain temples of Mount Abu in the Sirohi State mark the
most ornate representation of this style now extant. Not much,
however, has survived Muslim invasions in Gujarat. The two out-
standing examples of * the temple remains of those days which are
being preserved for what they are worth are one at Bhavka near
Dohad in the Panch Mahals and the other at Sarnal, forty-four
miles south-east of Ahmadabad. Many noble examples of tanks
and reservoirs constructed in rich masonry and imposing designs
have been found intact and are being preserved; also the stepped
well, which is an architectural product peculiar to Gujarat. The
oldest well under protection is that of Mata Bhavani, just outside
Ahmadabad, which dates from the time of Kama Solanki
(1063-1093).

Recently pamphlets have been issued by the Department in the
different vernaculars of southern and western India drawing the
attention of those in charge of temples to such prevalent abuses as
whitewashing over architectural and sculptural masterpieces, be-
smearing images and sculptured stones with oil, and removing old
carvings and inscriptions in the course of modern reconstruction of
temples. It is hoped that these efforts to interest the public and
the custodians of monuments will bear fruit and that public opinion
will be gradually aroused to a greater sense of responsibility in the
matter of preserving our ancient heritage. In a country of the size
and complexity of India the co-operation of the public in the task of
preservation is an essential factor, without which the efforts of the
Archaeological Department will be of little avail.
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